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Eretria. Agreement between Chairephanes and the city of Eretria concerning the
reclamation of a swampland

Description: Stele of Pentelic marble, inscribed on three sides (A, B, C), diagonally broken on the right and in
the inferior part also on the left (dimensions: h:0.86 m w:0.47 m d:0.09 m ). A bas-relief which (very probably)
represents Leto, Artemis and Apollo is engraved on the top of the frontal side.

Layout: side A, stoichedon 80 (but from I. 37 forward perhaps it changes to 81 and |. 39 has many
irregularities).

Letters: Hellenistic koiné. lonic-Attic letters of small size ( h: 0.005 m ca.)
Origin: Eretria, temple of Apollo Daphnephoros
Dating: 320-310 BC (see the commentary)

Findspot: Chalkis, in a property of a private citizen near the square of the prison (Eustratiades 1869, 321:
mAaTela T puAakcdv). Perhaps the prison is the modern guAakés XaAkiSas (Mitropolitou Vasiliou ke
Mpolovinenas, XaAkida 341 00, Greece)

Current location: Athens, Epigraphical Museum, inv. 11553

Reference edition: E. Ziebarth, IG XIl 9 191, with some modifications proposed by Knoepfler 2001, 41-79 (cf.
SEG 51 1109)

Other editions: ed. pr. Eustratiades 1869, 317-332; R. Dareste, B. Haussoullier, T. Reinach, RI/G | 9, 143-157
(A); Stauropolos 1895, 125-130 (B-C)

Photographs: ed. pr. Eustratiades 1869, mw. 48 (facsimile); Knoepfler 2001, 43

Translations: R. Dareste, B. Haussoullier, T. Reinach, RI/G 1 9, 145-151 (French); Migeotte 2003, 178-179
(Italian); Prieto 2005, 253-258 (English); Collin-Bouffier 2008, 47 (French)

Bibliography: Tsatsos 1963, 3-24; H.H. Schmitt, Staatsvertrége 11l 450; Papademos 1975, 490-498; Bravo
1980, 931-933; Hennig 1995, 265-266; Fantasia 1999, 65-116; Velissaropoulos-Karakostas 2001, 104; Youni
2001, 132; Chatelain 2001, 81-108; Chatelain 2004, 211-220; Bresson 2007b, 172-174; Foxhall 2007, 69-71;
Collin-Bouffier 2008, 41-53
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Apparatus criticus: Il. 1-35: ouvfijkal. |. 1 cfr. vv. 5, 12, 28, 34. [Te kai] Kn. : [[..] é£a&ev kai] D.-H.-R et Zieb. I.
2: [Ti6eis] Zieb. et Kn. : [TeAécov] D.-H.-R. |. 3: fort. melius éalycoynv: éotw (vel elvar) 8¢ auTd kai aTéAeial?
[VAcv] (vel [UARs]) Kn. : [AiBcov] cett. (cum £1r). |. 4: vel k[abBdTep yéypatmTai év Tedl vducol Tedl Tepi TV épycov
Tov 8nf- Kn. I. 5: cfr. vwv. 16, 23, 35, 45. |. 6: sic Kn. : 16 uiob/coua unvos [. 30.] é.] Zieb. : 16 uiob[wua Tou
éviautoU ékdoTou ... ] D.-H.-R. |. 8: sic Kn. (dpxrv iam cett.), 81 litt. : [mpoBouAiav kai unv [. 13.] kai ToV xpdvov
TOv] Wilhelm (et Zieb. IG X1 9 Suppl., 178), 80 litt. I. 9: [TiBeiv] vel [TeAeiv] Kn. |. 10: sic omnes, sed 79 litt. :
Sul[doai 8¢ moAiTas mdvtas abpoicauévous eis AméAAcovo]- dub. Kn. (cfr. v. 43) - sed item 79 litt. (melius
amdvtas?). |. 11: vide 5. I. 12: cfr. vv. 45-46. fort. dvaypdyai 8¢ Tas ouvbrikals Tdode év otriAel Aibiver kai Tés
memomnuévas miote/- vel [Tas Sia Tol Spkov (vel TV Spkeov) mioTel- Kn. I. 13: cfr. v. 46. afutriv] Kn. et D.-H.-R. :
aluTds] Eustr. et Zieb. 1.14: sic omnes, sed 79 litt. (roieiv? - sed cfr. v. 18 moeiv) Il. 17-18: sic fere omnes : [5. €.
iva 8¢ Xaipepdvns un kwAvnta/i] €. T. 1. x. @. T. TO[1 UTTovducot, SpuTTéTw mpdTepov Sid ToU xwpiou ToUT]-
Eustr. I. 18: cfr. vv. 23 et 25. I. 19: litt. 81. . 20: sic Kn. : [Talv é[Eaydye THv Aluvny: éav 8¢ moTauois &yer Tny
Aluv] nv, éEayétco D.-H.-R. et Zieb. (cfr. v. 22) : [é&v §éEdyel Tdppois T. A.] Eustr. (xeTois dub. Kn.). I. 21: sic
Kn. apud Chatelain, sed 79 litt. I. 23: [Trjv 8e£auevrijv] Kn. (82 litt.) : [ToUs ToTauovs] Zieb. (82 litt.) : [TdAAa
mavTtal Eustr. et D.-H.-R. (80 litt.) cfr. v. 13. I. 27: sic lac. repl. Kn. : u/évovTi év Tijt Se§auevei] Eustr. |. 28: sic
Zieb., sed litt. 83. 1. 30: cfr. v. 53. I. 31: sic. Kn., sed 79 litt. (et [Tpdmeot] videtur mihi non aptus a.l.) : Tafs
ouvvlrikas Tdode [. 5.] éml mpopdoel fj Adywi co]- D.-H.-R. et Zieb. |. 32: cfr. v. 57. |. 33 cfr. vv. 40-41.
[owverayyeAAouévous, STtav] Kn. (cfr. v. 20) : [émayyeAdouévous, émeibav] cett. II. 34: sic Kn. : [cos
emayyéAdetal [. 7.] kai BéBaiov mapéxew] D.-H.-R. et Zieb.

Il. 35 ss.: yneiouaTta (vv. 35-42 dovlia; vv. 42 ss. Spkos).

. 35: [ non litt., sed interpunctionis signum. Tcdt &rjucot Eustr., D.-H.-R. et Kn. : Toi &rjuot Zieb. (idem v. 42).
[ava] | ypdwai fere omnes : [mpoo] | ypdwat Bravo . |. 36: sic Kn., sed 79 litt. : Tas mpdobe[v Sedouévas auTadi
Tiuas [. c. 8.] kai eivai] Zieb. : tas mpdobe[v kai Tas ouvbrikas Tdode [ - - - | efvai] Eustr. et D.-H.-R. : Tas mpdobe[v
aveyvewouévag] Bravo. I. 37: litt. 81 ([iprjvn/- con. Bravo dub.). IIl. 38-40: locus obscurus. Sic Zieb. (v. 39 litt. 86,
sed hic oToiyxn8dv in lapide servatum non est) : dma/ow- éxev 8¢ mavtas dovAiav Xaipepdver v | autn]v Tous
ouvepyalouévous del, TAn ef Tis oUAov kaTa Tijs méAecos €xel, TouTw(v undéva elvar mpdTepov TV épyalouéveov
ue/ T Xajipepdavou Eustr. (amafo- éxewv ... autn]v etiam D.-H.-R), sed sic v. 38 litt. 82 (et v. 39 litt. 99). |. 40:
®nyoeio(ios) Kn. : Onydeis Zieb. : Onyoeis Wallace. Il. 42-43: [mo/AiTas w]dvTas fere omnes (moAiTas uev
mavtas fort. Kn.?) : [&p/xous m]avTas Wallace. |. 43: cfr. v. 32. ll. 44-45: sic con. Kn. (sed v. 44 litt. 79) : [Tag
owvlrikas, €cos &v Tnv Aluvnv é§dyet ka|l Tiv yrjv] Eustr. et D.-H.-R. (81 litt.) : [¢Tos ToUs épriBous: STraos oty . c.
10.]/[. v ynv] Zieb. |. 44: cfr. v. 47. 1. 45: cfr. vv. 13, 60, 65. |. 46: [avaypdwai] Eustr. et D.-H.-R. (etiam in v.
45), Kn. : [dvaypdgeiv] Zieb. [év Tel otriAel] con. Kn. |. 48: vide 11. 81 litt. I. 49: cfr. v. 31. IIl. 50 ss.: lacunarum
supplementa valde incerta. I. 50 cfr. v. 55. [kai eu.] Zieb. (85 litt.!) : [eU. 8] D.-H.-R. (84 litt.!) : [ev. uot] Eustr. (82
litt., sed sic oratio dissoluta). ll. 51-52: sic Kn. (sed non liquet de versuum divisione) : é/udoai &¢ kai Tois
kAnpovduois Tois Xaipe | pdvou T& auta &]mep Zieb. (cfr. v. 29; sed sic v. 51 litt. 82) : 6. 8. k. T. kKAnp. T.
Xaipepd [vous. éav 8¢ un T auta &|mep D.-H.-R. (oi 8'&v ur) T& autd iam Eustr.). Il. 52-53: sic Zieb. : un
kaTaveuel[v T yhiv Trjs Aluvns cdomep (vel kabdtep) yéypamtai év Tel otriAet Tei]8e Kn. (sed item non liquet de
versuum divisione, fort. post primum Tei?) : [pd ToU Spkou] 8¢ édv k. T. A. Eustr. et D.-H.-R. I. 54: [6 8¢ émiopkog]
con. Kn. Il. 55-56: cfr. v. 51. sic Zieb., sed v. 55 litt. 85 : [dméAAvobai kai avTov kai Ta xpri/uata avtou] Eustr.
et D.-H.-R. (81 litt.). I. 56: cfr. v. 53. Il. 57-58: cfr. vv. 32-33. |. 58: [rapaBaivei (vel mapaBaivny) Ti] Kn. apud
Ceccarelli: [rapafBel Ti] Eustr. et D.-H.-R. : [rapaBijt 11, Tioel] Zieb. |. 59: [Trji] con. Kn. apud Ceccarelli (iam
Eustr.). é§opko[UuvTav 8¢ kai Tous] Zieb. : é§opko[uvTawv 8¢ oi mpdPouAot kai oi otpatnyoi] D.-H.-R., cfr. vv.
43-44 : éopko[uvTeov - - - | Kn. |. 60: Ta wn[piouata mapadidévtwv éx] con. D.-H.-R. |. 62: [kai] con. Kn. |. 63:
[Gvab]eival Zieb. : [kaTab]eival D.-H.-R. : eilvai Eustr.

Translation:

At these conditions Chairephanes promises [the people of] Eret[ria that he will drain and make dry the marsh in
Pltechai, he himself providing for the expenses for t[he drainage, without paying any duty to the city if he will
import and] export (something) for the works concerning the drai[nage, and he shall get the exemption from
duties on import of both tree trunks] and wooden boards, how many he will need for the works, a[s it is written
for the people who make a contract for one of the pulblic works; after he will have drained the marsh, he [shall]
explloit the land of the marsh leas]ed [for thirty talents] for ten years, paying the city the fe[e for the lease
every year in the month of Apatourion; Chairephanes shall have drained] the marsh at most within four y[ears;
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the time of these agreements begins from the ye]ar after the [magistrature] of Hyppokydes and of his
colleagues [probouloi and the month Apatourion, and the time of the] four years shall begin from this moment;
[Chairephanes shall not pay any taxes to the city if he sellls his products in Eretria’s land and he does not
export them.

[The citizens shall] sw[ear and give assurances(?) in the temple of Apollo] Daphnephoros that they will let
Chairephanes expl[oit the land for ten years at the price of thirty talents, after he] will have drained the marsh;
[these] agreements shall be inscribed [on a stone-stele; also the assuran]ces and the oath and all the rest shall
be inscribed and [the stele] shall be collocated [in the temple of Apollo Daphnephoros].

[If] war will prevent Chairephanes from draining t[he marsh and making it dry, as it is written, the same tim]e
shall be granted [him] - when it will be possible and [there will] be peace [- as long as the war has prevented
him; if wlar will come and it will be impossible to exploi[t the land of the marsh, - - - ] the same time shall be
granted him, as long as he was prevente[d, when it will be possible].

[And Chairephanes shall be allowed] to make wells for the [underground tunnel also] in private fields, [but he
shall not make them save through the fiel]ld which he had also previously paid the compensation for;
Chairephanes, [if he will need some land] near the mar[sh, estimating one drachm]a per foot, shall pay this
price, if he will [have drained the marsh within four years]; he shall drain [the mar]sh away from the cultivated
fields through those uncultivate[d, in order that the farmers will not be damaged(?) ; he shall make] also an
artificial pond for the rivers not bigger than two sta[dia (= ca. 360 m) - - - as long as Chairephane]s himself will
exploit the land, he shall provide for the upkeep of the under[ground tunnel and the artificial pond(?) and he
shall be careful that] all [will be glood also for the future time; and he shall make fen[ces around the artificial
pond; where the wate]r falls down into the underground tunnel, he shall make also a flood gate [and - - -, s0O
that, i]If in spring, when there is (a lot of) water, the people who farm [the land(?) - - - ] will need it for
something, [it will be possible for thlem, after closing the underground tunnel, to make use of the water
with[out paying any tax to the city(?) - - - 1.

[If] something will happen to Chairephanes before he will have drained the marsh, the same agree[ments shall
be valid for all the people who work with Chairephanes and] for his heirs [ - - - ; if] someone will say that these
agreements are not valid, whether archon or privat[e citizen, or will make some written proposal or vote against
the agreements], forcing [thu]s Chairephanes and his collaborators to break up th[e agreements for wh]atever
[pretext or reason or in whlichever [way], he shall be deprived of all his rights and his property shall be sacred
[to Artemis, and he himself and his family], whichever thing will they suffer, they shall suffer it with impunity.
Chaire[phanes] shall produce [guarantors who will promise together that, if he] will have drained the marsh, the
marsh will be dry, [as he himself promises, and who will make safe] his exploitation (of the land) for thirty
talents (i.e. they will grant the thirty talents).

The probouloi [made the proposal, the council and the people resolved]: that, beyond the previou[sly written]
agreements with Chairephanes, should be [in]]scribed [on the stele also the] inviolability [that has been granted
hlim - when he carries out the business of the city - both on la[nd and on sea, during war and peace, both]
himself and all the people that work with him; [ - - - and it shall not be possible to exercise the righ]t [of reprisal]
on the people who, from time to time, work with Chairephanes, unless someone can exercise it against the city,
but th[is person shall not be permitted to exercise the right of reprisal against Chalirephanes [and his workers],
before they will have fully reconciled themselves with the city in; [guarantors - - - ] from As(- - -), Hieron from
Phegous, of the tribe Oreonis(?), Amphichares from Aigaleia, Timoxenol[s, - - - lkrates from Aphareus.

The probouloi made the proposal, [the council and the people] re[solved: that] all [citizens should swear] to
Chairephanes in (the temple) of Apollo Daphnephoros; who will n[ot swear, shall be deprived of all his rights - - -
1 the probouloi [shall make swear] and also the strategoi shall make swear [those who will be ephebes every
year as long as] Chairephanes will exploit [the land] for the fixed years; [both the decree and the oath] shall be
insc[ribed in a stlone-[stele] and shall be collocated in the temple of Apollo Da[phnephoros; on the stele shall be
inscribed also the people who have sworn; and shall be i]nscribed [on the stele] also those who have sworn
among the ephebes [ - - - oath: the oath] will be [this]: “I swear by Apollo and Leto and [Artemis that | will let]
Chairephanes [exploit the land of the marsh], he with whom the city has made the agreements concerning the
m[arsh; if someone will try to break up the agreements with Chairephanes, | will no]]t allow it - as much as it will
be possible for me -, because a common oath is in for[ce; and, if | keep my oath, may | be blessed by good luck,
if instead | perjure myself], may | myself be ruined with my own property;” (the citizens) [shall swear to all the
people who work with Chairephanes the same things thlat they will swear to Chairephanes, that they will not
allocate [to others the land of the marsh(?) - - - beyond that], if someone will say or make some written proposal
or vot[e that it is necessary to allocate to others the land of the marsh, - - - the perjurer] will pay [ten mines];
the citizen shall swear by Apollo [and Leto and Artemis and they shall pray that, if someone keeps his oath], he
may be blessed with good luck, if someone instead perju[res himself, he himself with all his property may be
ruined; | if someone will say or will make some writlten proposal or vote against the oa[ths, that it is necessary
to invalidate the agreements, he shall be deprived of all his rights and his property shall be sacred to] Artemis
Amarysi[a, and, whichever thing will he suffer, he shall suffer it with impunity, both he himself and his family]; if
someone among the pyrrichistai [will violate something - - - drachmas sacred to Artlemis Amarysia; (the
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probouloi/strategoi(?)) shall make swelar also the - - - 1.

[ - - -in order that these] oaths and the de[crees - - - will insc]ribe, [copies] of the agreements [ - - - shall be
sent both] to Megara and Andros [ - - - ] the agreements shall be [dedicalted [ - - - ] receive/bring the sam[e
honors(?) - - - 1 this decree [ - - - 1.

Commentary:

Thanks to otoixnddv disposition in A (the only side considered in this commentary), it is possible to reconstruct
more or less the length of every line of this part of the inscription (see in particular ll. 5, 13, 32, 37, where the
integrations are very probably correct). Thus also a large part of the lost text can be reconstructed and the
general sense, if not the single details, is quite clear. Some editors seem to feel a sort of horror vacui and try to
fill all the gaps in the text, but this leads often to very dubious integrations, especially when the number of
letters does not fit the oToixnddv. Even the text of Ziebarth (and the modifications and additions proposed by
Knoepfler - e.qg. Il. 46-47) does not escape this kind of criticism and in some points appears to be a bit too prolix
and repetitive (even if repetition is typical of this sort of inscriptions, here cf. e.g. |. 34 Afuvnv), or suspiciously
complete, e.g. Il. 15-17, 25-27, 53-54, 61-62, where, despite the gaps not fully filled, the sentences are perfectly
clear. Currently, there is the need for a new critical edition of this epigraph in order to revise that of Ziebarth,
and one is expected from Knoepfler, who in his 2001 article (Knoepfler 2001) already made important
contributions to our knowledge of this text.

The inscription’s structure (also followed in the current translation) is shown below:

Side A

a) ll. 1-35: ouvvbrkai between Chairephanes and Eretria.

Il. 1-10: Chairephanes’s promise to reclaim the swampland within 4 years in exchange for the exploitation of the
land so obtained for 10 years at the price of 30 talents + some clauses about eventual exemptions from
duties/taxes (concerning the import-export of the materials or the selling of products) and precise temporal
indications about the beginning of the contract;

Il. 10-13: clause that advances the compulsory oath for all the citizens (cf. point c) and about the collocation of
the stele in the temple of Apollo;

Il. 13-17: clause that takes into consideration possible hindrances or delays (produced by war) of the works of
reclamation/exploitation of the land;

Il. 17-27: technical details about the works of drainage and reclamation (plus the possibility of expropriating
private lands to compensate for the hindrances mentioned previously);

II. 27-35: final dispositions (clause concerning the premature death of Chairephanes, atiuia and requisition of
property of the citizens who might side against the validity of the agreements, request of guarantors).

b) Il. 35-42: wripioua on the dovAia granted Chairephanes and the people who work with him plus guarantors of
the contract (ll. 40-42).

) Il. 42-59: yrgpioua on the Spkos which Eretria’s citizens should swear.

Il. 42-47: duty to swear for all citizens and ephebes;

Il. 47-59: text of the oath (to Chairephanes and his heirs) and eventual penalties for the people who should try
to violate it or to propose modifications to the agreements or the oath itself.

d) Il. 60-66: final dispositions on the inscription of the stele (and perhaps about some copies that will be sent to
Megara and Andros).

Sides B and C (not printed here): names of the citizens and of the ephebes who have sworn.

The dating of the epigraph has been definitively shown to be around the last decades of the 4th century BC by
Knoepfler 2001, 61 ff., mainly on the basis of paleographical and linguistic arguments. The terminus ante quem
is the disappearance of the oToixnddv from Eretria after 301 BC. Moreover, the inscription is written in kowr),
but there are some ionic-Euboic forms left (see e.qg. |. 4 épyaocinv or |. 6 UmoTeAécov): this period of linguistic
transition can be set with some certainty between 320 and 310 BC. Knoepfler wishes also to limit the dating to
shortly after 318 BC: around this year probably a democratic revolution took place in Eretria (see Diod. 18.55 ff.
and IG X1l 9 196). A democratic context seems indeed to be required by the inscription: the restitutions of Il. 35
and 42, with the mention of BouAr; and &rjuos, are nearly sure; all the citizens (?) must swear, |. 43. Knoepfler
whishes also to identify our Chairephanes with Xaipepdver AioxuAouv of SEG 47 490, an entrepreneur to whom
Kassandros granted the dTéAeia, probably during the last years of the 4th century BC. But all these reflections
remain quite hypothetical and the evidence is not entirely sufficient to limit the dating around 318. A slightly
larger temporal window (320-310 BC) should work better.

About the bas-relief engraved on the top of side A see again Knoepfler 2001, 63-65. It is only partially conserved
and, beyond the two visible figures (Leto and Artemis), there should have been also Apollo. Probably there was
still space for something else, maybe a representation of Chairephanes himself or the god protector of his city
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(Knoepfler), maybe one of Eretria’s citizens in the act of swearing to the goddesses. For this second hypothesis
see LIMC Artemis 1128 (= Apollon 1466/635b): it is a bas-relief from Kato Vathia, dating around the middle of
the 4th century BC, which represents Apollon, Leto and Artemis and, near Artemis, the smaller figure of a
worshipper, nearly touching the arm of the goddess. Moreover, this bas-relief may have been originally part of
the temple of ApTeuis Auapuoia, which is mentioned in the current inscription on I. 57 (on this temple see
Knoepfler 1988, 382-421; 410-411 on the bas-relief).

The agreements between Chairephanes and the city of Eretria consist of a ouyypa@ij (enterprise contract) plus
a nloBwolg (lease contract), cf. Knoepfler 2001, 46-47. Chairephanes will reclaim the marsh and then he can
exploit and cultivate the land, leasing it.

In order to make this (if the restitutions are correct), Chairephanes should benefit from two kinds of dTéAeia.
The first one (Il. 2-5) is from the mevTnkooTr), a duty on imported/exported goods and materials which was
around 2% of their value. The second one (ll. 9-10) is from émcoviov, a tax on the sale on goods whose rate may
fluctuate; this should have encouraged Chairephanes, after the reclamation of the marsh, to sell his products
straight on the local market. For mevtnkooTri and émcoviov see Migeotte 2003, 51-52; Chankowski 2007, 312.
After the reclamation of the marsh, Chairephanes will exploit the land for 10 years at the price of thirty talents -
so three talents per year. The duration of the ufofcoois is quite normal: see e.g. IG II> 1241, IG 11> 2499 or
I.Thespiai 55 and Pernin 2014, 502-503 (the most widespread lease contracts were those which lasted 10 years
and those which were perpetual). The price of three talents per year, instead, is very high: Knoepfler 2001, 49
compares the rent gained by the temple of Apollon at Delos from all its sacred properties, which around 250 BC.
amounted more or less to 11,500 drachmas (against the 18,000 drachmas = 3 talents paid every year by
Chairephanes). Normally, Attic leases were lower than 1000 drachmas (for parallels see Pernin, 2014, 171, 233
ff.). If the expenses for the reclamation cannot have been less than 10 talents (Bresson 2007b), we may infer
that - after the reclamation of the marsh - Chairephanes would have had to earn at least 4 talents per year in
order to refund his patrimony. Finally, Fantasia 1999, 104 points out that Chairephanes could have exploited the
land in many ways: directly, cultivating it with cereals or using it to farm animals, or indirectly, subleasing it to
private citizens.

About the technical details concerning the reclamation, see Chatelain, 2001. From the inscription Chairephanes
seems to have employed a drainage system with an underground tunnel (umrévouos) which was connected to
open air by means of wells (ppeaTtiai) and which carried away the water from the marsh to the sea. There was
also an artificial pond (8e€auevr)) on the surface which collected the water from the rivers which increased the
marsh and poured it into the underground tunnel. This water could possibly also be exploited by farmers for
irrigation. For other famous examples of reclamations in the antiquity see e.g. Strabo 9.2.18 (lake Copais in
Beotia) or Suet. Claud. 20.1-2 (lake Fucinus in Abruzzo); an interesting parallel for the underground gallery with
its wells is Polyb. 10.28.1-5. For other references see also (more in general) Collin-Bouffier 2008.

Much more disputed is the geographical collocation of the marsh and the &rjuos of ITTéxai. Two sites had been
proposed: a) east of Eretria, near the city (cf. Diog. Laert. 2.133) ; b) near the &rjuos of AvoTos, in the north-east
of Eretrian xcdpa. In both these places the presence of marshes is well-attested up to the end of the 19th
century. However Knoepfler 2001, 68 ff. has strongly contested these locations and proposed a third possibility,
i.e. the current plain of Velousia-Lepoura. His arguments cannot be analysed here, but, unless the archeological
searches throw new light on this problem, the question is probably bound to remain open. More in general about
the topography of the Eretrian xcdpa see Knoepfler 1997, 352-449 (with references).

In order to protect the safety of Chairephanes and the people who work with him during the reclamation and the
exploitation of the land, the dovAia, inviolability from the right of reprisal (for the concept see Bravo 1980 and
K.J. Rigsby, Asylia) is granted them. Lines 38-40 are very difficult to understand, especially because of the many
gaps, but Bravo in his article has doubtfully suggested two possible interpretations. The second one in particular
is really persuasive (for the first one see instead, with doubts, Knoepfler 2001, 56), but it requires a slightly
different restoration of the text from that proposed by Ziebarth. Thus, in the apparatus you can find an
alternative integration proposed already by Eustratiades that would fit the second interpretation offered by
Bravo, as it can be seen from the translation of Il. 38-40: “all the people who from time to time work [with
Chairephanes shall get his sam]e [inviolability], unless someone can exercise the right of reprisal against the
city; [no one] of th[ese shall be among the people who work with Chalirephanes, before they will have fully
reconciled themselves with the city”. In other words, the city will give the workers the inviolability, but before it
must be sure that they will not have any controversial issue with the city itself, otherwise they could exercise
their right of reprisal with impunity thanks to the granted douAia.

The final part of the inscription contains the Spkos which sets very strict penalties for the transgressors. Here we
have the earliest mention of épnBia in Euboea (l. 47: see Chankowski 1993, 17-44); the mruppixioTai (. 58) are
perhaps ephebes or members of the local nobility who danced the muppixr during the procession in honor of
Artemis Amarysia (see Ceccarelli 1998, 191-195).

To sum up, this text is an interesting example of how the relationships among private entrepreneurs and
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(public) cities worked in the antiquity. The great care in defining the details of the contract, beyond - as we have
said - the high price of the lease, shows that this was an enterprise of outstanding importance and relevance,
both for Chairephanes and for Eretria and its people, something that would have drastically changed the
environment. Unfortunately, we do not know if Chairephanes in the end was successful or not.

Bravo, B. (1980), 'Sulan. Représailles et justice privée contre des étrangers dans les cités grecques. Etude du
vocabulaire et des institutions', ASNP s. lll, 10.3, 675-987

Bresson, A. (2007b), L’économie de la Grece des cités I. Les structures et la production, Paris

Ceccarelli, P. (1998), La pirrica nell’antichita greco romana, Pisa-Roma

Chankowsk, A.S. (1993), 'Date et circostances de I'institution de I’'éphébie & Erétrie', DHA 19.2, 17-44
Chankowski, V. (2007), 'Les catégories du vocabulaire de la fiscalité dans les cités grecques', in J. Andreau and
V. Chankowski (eds.), Vocabulaire et expression de I'économie dans le monde antique, Bordeaux, 299-331
Chatelain, T. (2001), 'Assechement et bonification des terres dans I’Antiquité grecque. L’'exemple du lac de
Ptéchai & Erétrie: aspects terminologiques et techniques', in P. Briant (ed.), Irrigation et drainage dans
I'antiquité: ganéts et canalisations souterraines en Iran, en Egypte et en Gréce, Paris, 81-108

Chatelain, T. (2004), 'Entre terre et eau. L'exploitation des marais en Gréce ancienne: une pratique aux marges
de I'agriculture?', Pallas 64, 211-220

Collin-Bouffier, S. (2008), 'Vers une gestion intégrée de |I'eau dans I'Empire romain', in E. Hermon (ed.), Vers une
gestion intégrée de I'’eau dans ’"Empire romain, Roma, 41-53

Fantasia, U. (1999), 'Aree marginali nella Grecia antica: paludi e bonifiche', in D. Vera (ed.), Demografia, sistemi
agrari, regimi alimentari nel mondo antico, Bari, 65-116

Foxhall, L. (2007), Olive Cultivation in Ancient Greece. Seeking in the Ancient Economy, Oxford

Hennig, D. (1995), 'Staatliche Anspriiche an privaten Immobilienbesitz in der klassischen und hellenistischen
Polis', Chiron 25, 235-282

Knoepfler, D. (1988), 'Sur les traces de I'Artémision d'Amarynthos prés d'Erétrie’, CRAI 132.2, 382-421
Knoepfler, D. (1997), 'Le territoire d’Erétrie et I'organisation politique de la cité (demoi, choroi, phylai)', in M.H.
Hansen (ed.), The Polis as an Urban Centre and as a Political Community, Copenhagen, 352-449

Papademos, D.L. (1975), Ta 06pavAika épya napa toic¢ apyaiotc, Athénai

Tsatsos, Th. (1963), 'Der Chairephanes-Vertrag. Der Einfluss unvorhergesehener Ereignisse auf den Inhalt eines
Vertrages im antiken griechischen Recht', Heidelberg, 3-24

Velissaropoulos-Karakostas, J. (2001), 'Remarques sur la clause kvpia ) cuyypaer’', in E. Cantarella and G. Thir
(eds.), Symposion 1997. Vortrage zur griechischen und hellenistischen Rechtsgeschichte (Altafiumara, 8-14.
September 1997), Kéln-Weimar-Wien, 103-115

Youni, M. (2001), 'The Different Categories of Unpunished Killing and the Term ATIMOZ in Ancient Greek', in E.
Cantarella and G. Thur (eds.), Symposion 1997. Vortrage zur griechischen und hellenistischen Rechtsgeschichte
(Altafiumara, 8-14. September 1997), KdéIln-Weimar-Wien, 117-137

Author: Giorgio Ferronato
Last update: March 2017

DOI: 10.25429/sns.it/lettere/GEIO33

d © Laboratorio SAET - Scuola Normale Superiore 8



