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Olbia. Letter of Apatorios

Description: rectangular lead tablet folded three times, broken at the left corner (dimensions: h:8.5 w:15.8)

Layout: the text of the letter is quoted left to right in the interior face, while the address is engraved in the
exterior face

Letters: archaic ionic alphabet

Origin: Olbia (North shore of the Black Sea)

Dating: late VI century BC

Findspot: Olbia, agora

Current location: unknown (somewhere in Russia or Ukraina)

Reference edition: Dana 2004

Other editions: Vinogradov 1981, 19; Santiago 2006; Dana 2007, 75-76, no. 3; Ceccarelli 2013, no. 5
Photographs: Dana 2004, 5 (facsimile); Dana 2007, 75 (facsimile)

Translations: Wilson 1997/1998, 38-40 (English); Dana 2004, 6 (French); Dana 2007, 76 (French); Ceccarelli
2013, no. 5 (English)

Bibliography: Bravo 1977, 58, no. 62; Jeffery, Johnston, LSAG?, 430, 479 no. H, 480; Vinogradov 1997, 84, note
84; Wilson 1997/1998, 38-40; Vinogradov 1999, 140; Faraguna 2002, 246 ff.; Gavriljuk 2003, 80; L. Dubois, BE
2005 366; Eidinow, Taylor 2010, no. E5; Ceccarelli 2013, 338

A (exterior of the tablet)
ATaTtdplos

AedvakTi

AfvakTi ATtaTtéplos - T& xpruaTta oioUAnual Ut Hpak-
Aeideco To E[6]07)plos kaTd SUvauv THY oy - un amoAé-
ow T& xpriuaTa - T& yap xpliulata ok épduny évat -kai Méveo-
v “EpaTd ot tm[i]Bevat écouTdd (kai T[&]<A>Aa oa oU alTdn ETé-
5 Bnkas kai T[po]s épaTo {0’} éuol ol T& XpriuaTa évijy -iv émibe-
ins Bipbépra T[pos] HpakAeidnv kai Oabainv i1& xpAuata o-
o Y omd[06], [&1od]doE: kevol ydp pacty & Tt odv Exootv dmodd-
[oev] TS “ouAn[6tv 8AJov émrTd kal eikoov otaTiipes: (vac. )
[Ti(?) Be] Ajoes; Trepl TGOV olkinTéwv OuucdAew

10 [. c. 10-11. E&(?)]Bupicot “ atédt pot ouk ofda fiv {E} yévnTtai eb (vac. )
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